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he United Nations has proclaimed May 22,  The International Day for Biological 

Diversity  (IDB)  to  increase  understanding  and  awareness  of  biodiversity  issues. 

When first created by the Second Committee of the UN General Assembly in late 

1993, 29 December (the date of entry into force of the Convention of Biological Diversity), 
 

was designated The International Day for Biological Diversity. In December 2000, the UN 

General Assembly adopted 22 May as IDB, to commemorate the adoption of the text of the 

Convention on 22 May 1992 by the Nairobi Final Act of the Conference for the Adoption of 

the Agreed Text of the Convention on Biological Diversity. This was partly done because it 

was difficult for many countries to plan and carry out suitable celebrations for the date of 29 

December, given the number of holidays that coincide around that time of year. 
 
 
 

Vanashakti and the GOI-GIZ-CMPA (with the Maharashtra State Forest Department’s 

Mangrove Cell) [GOI: Govt. Of India; GIZ: Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit or the Indo-German Biodiversity Programme; CMPA: Coastal and Marine 

Protected Areas] as the nodal agency, commemorated the International Day for Biological 

Diversity, at the soon to be developed Marine Interpretation Centre at Airoli, Navi Mumbai.



The event was attended by Vidyadhiraja High School, Mumbai and members of the fishing 

community members. The Secretary (Forests) Mr. Vikas Kharge, Additional Principle Chief 

Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) Mr. Suresh Thorat, Chief Conservator of Forests (Mangrove 

Cell) Mr. N. Vasudevan and Chief Conservator of Forests (Thane) Mr. K.P. Singh graced the 

occasion along with members of the GIZ and the Mangrove Cell. 

 

 

The commemoration began with the mangrove walk discussing the characteristic features of 

mangrove wetlands, their distribution, importance of this specialized ecosystem, the 

biodiversity supported in it and the species of mangroves, birds and lesser creatures found 

in the Thane Creek. 

 

 

A street play on wetlands was performed next by The Living Theatricals, Vanashakti's 

children's environmental theatre group from the Tansa Valley that spreads awareness on 

environmental issues specific to the Valley, through street plays in various villages and 

hamlets of the Valley. The play addressed the existing mangroves and wetland biodiversity, 

its importance and impact of human activities on the ecosystem. 

 
 

 
 

Mr. Vikas Kharge congratulated the children on the extremely evocative play. He also 

thanked the GIZ for its continuous support not only at Thane creek, but also for penetrating 

into remote coastal villages to bring the significance of conservation of biodiversity to the



forefront. He hoped that the state government would be able to declare the Thane creek 

area as a Ramsar site (wetlands of international importance, under the Ramsar Convention). 

Mr. Kharge also distributed caps and booklets on Mangroves, a publication of the Mangrove 

Cell to the members of The Living Theatricals. 

 
 
 

Mr. Suresh Thorat, also congratulated The Living Theatricals and said that he had witnessed 

such proactive collaboration for the first time in his service of 34 years in the government. 

 

 
 

Mr. N. Vasudevan, also congratulated the GIZ and The Living Theatricals, he also signed the 

booklets on mangroves which made the kids very happy. 

Mr. K.P. Singh unanimously with Mr. Thorat said that street plays were an effective way of 

spreading  awareness  and  that  more  such  should  be  conceptualized  and  filmed,  digital



copies of which should be distributed and used across the state. They added, that the Forest 
 

Department would be pleased to support this initiative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To reach out to further members of the local fishing communities, the street play was once 

again performed on the community square at  Bhandup village on the west bank of Thane 

Creek.



Vanashakti  is  a  Mumbai  based  non-profit  environmental  NGO  whose  thrust  areas 

are   forest,   mangrove   and   wetland   protection, environmental education for schools 

both   urban   and   rural,   livelihoods   for   forest   based   communities   and   scientific 

investigation into environmental degradation. Vanashakti is founded by citizens who 

have a commitment to fulfill the constitutional obligation of protecting the environment; 

coasts, forests, wildlife, wetlands and rivers. We believe that all sections of the society 

need  to  be  sensitized  to  the  need  to  protect  and  conserve  or  natural  wealth  and 

resources. We believe that our planet is entrusted to us for caretaking, to be used 

sustainably and handed over to the next generation with all its glory and values intact. 

We need to make people aware that they have a stake in the world around them. They 

must be educated so that they can then take informed decisions. We believe that if we 

create informed awareness, people will be able to take a stand on issues that could impact 

them in the short term and in the long run. Vanashakti was born because we believe that 

India can progress only as long as her people are nurtured and its resources used 

sustainably.  Water  security  for  humans  and  all  forms  of  life  is  critical  to  driving 

Vanashakti's  efforts. For that, the government needs a watchdog. The natural wealth and 

resources are a treasure to be handed over to the next generations. Sense of personal and 

collective responsibility needs to be inculcated in the Indian mind-set. Mankind's 

responsibility towards conservation of wildlife and Forests cannot be undermined or 

forgotten.  Vanashakti is a Public Information Initiative (PII). PIIs have helped open our 

eyes to a number of issues that would otherwise be swept under the carpet. PIIs seek to 

inform all the constituents of the interplay between factors. We start with creating 

awareness of major issues. We recognize the need for people to be aware of various 

developments and changes made by our government, in the laws and legislation that   

govern   us   and   our   country.   Vanashakti   addresses   issues   of   environmental 

conservation at all levels using education, awareness and litigation to achieve its 

objectives. The role of wetlands in the ecosystem has finally been recognized as a result of 

our sustained campaigns. 
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and awareness on mangroves wetlands, giving due credit to Vanashakti. 


